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COMPUTER INDUSTRY SURVIVES EARTHQUAKE RELATIVELY INTACT
Operations at many computer and semiconxductor companies will be disrupt-
ad for days and in some cases weeks in the wake of the Richter scale 6.9
earthquake that struck at 5.04pm local time on Tuesday evening, killing
at least 300 people. The map, inset, shows the areas most affected.
Alhough there were few reports of major plant collapses, there will be
continuing worry that Semiconductor and disk drive clean rooms have been
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San F ranasco O‘iﬂ(f dx , will have suffered sericus disrupt-

uu ion to their computer systems.
<. IBM, which manufactures its big
N ~ disk drives at a building that is a
—- _'"° a I 9{6 landmark in south San Jose, report-
. ed only "minor damage' to its buil-

fe sigan dings in the San Francisco area,
Dsvenpart but said it was too early to tell
pee ﬁ‘}}}ﬁ’)‘f’a i 7Y whether operations would be disrup~
% cmlwu, \{“’k ted; on Tuesday, chairman John
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Pac '*<C<if::flhb‘o e¥{ hoped the '339%' drive would be
i R o ne~ coming out “soord', but the quake

will have done nothing to speed the process, Santa Cruz Operation Inc,
based in Santa Cruz, eight miles from the epicentre of the earthquake,
where fierce fires were raging in the city, reports no injury to employ-
ees, hut ceilings were down in its buildings and all its computers and
phone lines were down -~ and it was only able to talk L> the cutside
world by mobile phone. Hewlett—Packard Co in Qupertino reports 'some
structural damage' but with the worry that there would be after-shocks,
it said that its first priority had been to transfer the "mission-criti-
cal' data on which its worldwide operations depend out of California and
over to Geneva, Switzerland., Tt says that many of its buildings in the
Palo Alto area will likely have to close for some time for cleaning.
Chips & Technologies Inc in San Jose says that its building is 'in pret—
ty good shape'. MIPS Computer Systems Inc in Surmyvale, reported that
'"MIPS is still standing'' and saw no serious damage. Apple Computer Inc
in Cupertino was closed yesterday while the company assessed structural
damage, and didn'"t know when it would reopen. It had not heard from its
San Francisco office, but the main damage was from water from sprinkler
systems set off by the quake. Intel Corp, making the 80486, 80386 and
80860 in Santa Clara said there had been no damage to its buildings, and
Advanced Micro Devices in Sunnyvale reported little more than plaster
off the walls, 1SI Logic Corp in Milpitas reported little damage, and
Pyramid Technology, Mountain View - between San Jose and Palo Alto - re—

TANDON GETS 60mS ACCESS
ERASABLE OPTICAL FROM RICOH
Tandon Computers' new 80486 mach-
ine, due in the first quarter 1990,
is using a 5.25'" read-write magnet-
o~optical disk drive, the source of
which is a moot point within Tand-
on. It is badged by Ricoh Co, but
according to one spokesmarn, possi-
bly manufactured by one of Ricoh's
optical disk drive partners, The
600Mb IS0 standard cartridge, 300Mb
per side, has an access time of
60mS, but Tarxion expects to see im-
provements in the near future, and

hopes for something nearer 40mS.

ported its only disaster a smashed
fish tank and the demise of its
tropical fish. National Semicond-
uctor, Santa Clara cancelled its
6am to 3pm day shift to check out
its building, but was expecting the
second shift to operate as normal.

UNISYS FORMS DISASTER
RECOVERY VENTURE IN FRANCE
Unisys Corp has joined forces with
computer services company CdFi SA
gxgd f European

to form
formatique SA. With a disaster
recovery centre in Lyons, the new
firm will offer remote diagnostics
ard insurance against data loss.
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APRICOT BIDS £12.7m FOR ITL
In a further consolidation of the

UK computer industry, Apricot Comp~-
uters Ple yesterday laimched an

agreed £12.7m share exchange offer
for ITL Information Technology Ple,
Hemel Hempstead. Details - page 5

STORAGETEK TO BUY M4 DATA
M4 Data Ltd, the Camberley, Surrey
tape drive manufacturing management
buyout from Thormn EMI Datatech, is
negotiating to be acquired®By Stor-
age Technology Corp on undisclosed
terms. M4 Data won substantial OEM
contracts from both ICL and Nixdorf
Computer AG for its low-end nine-
track GCR tape drives, laimched at
the end of last year. At the time
of the launch, M4 was claiming £30m
to £40m of orders for the new tapes
(CI No 1,052)., Sales are currently
nunning at between £10m and £20m,
and the key attraction is the new
nine-track M4-9914 GCR drive; Stor-
ageTek wanted into that marksl o
decided to buy rather than develop.

DATA GENERAL ADDS MV/18000
Data General Corp has filled out
the middle of its proprietary mini-
computer family with the Eclipse
MV/18000, which has a base price of
$73,000. The single-processor MV/
18000 Model 1 and dual-processor
Model 2 are rated at 4.4 MIPS and
&5 MIPS, respectively. The Model
2 base system starts at $139,000,

NEXT ADDS WINCHESTER MODEL
NeXT' Inc, Palo Alto has bowed to
pressure to reduce the price of its
NeXT Computer and offer a magnetic
disk version, announcing a $5,000
networked system with a 3,5 40Mb
Winchester from Milpitas—based
Quantum Corp's ProDrive series in
place of the optical drive; the low
price is for educational users only
- and current users of optical
disk-cnly NeXT computer systems can
add the Winchester at no charge
from NeXT, which also reduced &4Mb
memory modules by 46%, to $800.

HOSTILE BID FOR DATAPRODUCTS
DPC Acquisition Partners, the group
that has been stalking Dataproducts
Corp for several months, says it
will launch a tender offer shortly.
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Executives
choose solo
performance

Two Thorn EMI executives
| have bought part of the com-
pany's international computer
tape division, Datatech, in a
£4.5 million management
buyout.

Dr Duke Ebenezer and
David Huntingdon, who
headed Datatech for five years,
have formed a company called
M4 Data to complete the deal
with the backing of 3i Ventures.

The data products business of
Datatech will, according to Dr
Ebenezer, perform better in the
future as an independent com-
pany. The business has been
under pressure over the past
year and recent moves 10 re-
structure the business prompted
the buyout.

M4 Data has begun to tackle
the international computer
peripherals market in an
‘aggressive manner .

“We have streamlined opera-
tions and got on board some
very good people. In addition
we are developing some pro-
ducts based on new cartridge
tape drives with capacity in
excess of 200Mbytes,” said Dr
Ebenezer.

3i Ventures, which put up the
£4.5m, said M4 Data was an
attractive proposition because
it had an established product
line combined with a well
developed strategy for the fu-
ture. The management team
was rated highly by 3i, which
will appoint a nominee to the
M4 Data board.

A further £1.5m of debt
finance has been provided by
the Bank of Scotland,











































